Sixth Grade Fountas and Pinnell Tips for June Assessment

Below are some tips specifically set aside for Sixth grade as you assess student in May/June.

Genre to Assess:  Non Fiction

Comprehension Target for March:  Level X/Y
Stopping Point for High Students:  Level Z (Note:  do not push students to higher 

levels if they have high accuracy and limited   comprehension due to low scores in the Within the Text and/or Beyond the Text categories.  Focus instructionally on comprehension (beyond the text) to insure a strong comprehension foundation.  NOTE:  If the student passed a level Z fiction in March, give them the Non Fiction, so we know where s/he is as a non fiction reader.
Note:  To support classroom teachers with the end of year scoring and to monitor students who have received intervention this year, as well as others who may qualify for intervention in the fall, the district literacy team is willing to come in to assess any students who have received our intervention services during this school year and any additional students who were below target in March.  We are collecting feedback to develop a calendar and will let you know which day(s) we’ll be assessing students in your school.  We will also input the scores of the students we are assessing into Pearson and give you the running record/assessment to put into the student’s Fountas and Pinnell folder.

DISTRICT – WIDE TESTING NORMS FOR FOUNTAS AND PINNELL
Below, we have tried to clarify some questions that have come up as we’ve been co-scoring with teachers this past trimester.  This document is also in the ELA shared folder within the Fountas and Pinnell folder.  Feel free to contact Julie Folkert or the literacy coach assigned to your building with any questions.
Comprehension Conversation

Can a child look back at the text during the comprehension conversation?

· Though you should not instruct the student to do so, it is permissible for the child to initiate looking back in the text. If the student begins to read the text, ask him to tell the response in his own words.  Do not take the book away from the student.  It is a tool to use if they so choose.  
· If a child asks to look back ask them, “What do you think?”  Put the ownership back on the learner.  Please note that some of the comprehension questions ask the students to look back and/or provide evidence from the story.  This is different than prompting students to search for information.

What happens if the child has to refer back to the text to answer a question? Does this affect his comprehension score?
· If a child initiates looking back in the text, locates the information, and provides a correct response then you should give credit for the answer. Looking back in the text will not affect the comprehension score unless s/he is looking back to reread the selection, due to lack of comprehension.
What if the child does not understand the question?
· Be sure to rephrase the question until the child understands it. Your goal is to determine whether the student understood the information in the story, not whether the student understood the question.  Be careful though of “fishing” for answers by creating your own, more focused questions.  Remember that we’re assessing comprehension and not a child’s ability to “play the game of school”.
What if I have a child that reads independently at one or more levels, but is having difficulty at another?
· Occasionally you will find that a student performs the same on two levels of text. Use the highest of the levels as your indicator.  Sometimes a student’s independent level is their instructional level.

Can I confer with my student about his or her assessment?

· It is perfectly acceptable to review your student’s assessment with them AFTER you have completed it and scored it.  This is a good teachable moment and many small errors can be cleaned up during this conferring time.  Do not change your scoring though. (
SCORING ACCURACY AND FLUENCY

Below are answers to common questions for scoring accuracy and fluency:

·  Skipping punctuation is NOT an error.  You will mark them down on the student’s  fluency score, instead.

· Repeats are not errors.  This may also impact the fluency score.
· Self-Corrections are not counted as an error and a self correction.  It is a self correction only.  This does not count against the child’s accuracy score.  Self-corrections are a strategy.  Remember that a self correction means that the child made an error and took the initiative to correct it.
· Timing students is important when you have a slow or fast reader, and you think it is affecting his/her comprehension because of rate.  Remember that reading rate is just one dimension of fluency.  Timing is not appropriate for bilingual students.
OTHER
· The writing portion is optional.
· Please enter your scores in PEARSON and hit the save button, not the lock button.  This information will be used to base school wide intervention needs and is required for No Child Left Behind and our RTI process.  

GRADES 2-6 ONLY

· If you tested your student (2-6 only) at their grade level targeted text and they were independent with 98% accuracy or above; on the next level text, they can read silently to themselves.  You only have to ask the comprehension questions.
· What if they score unsatisfactory on the comprehension after they read silently to themselves?

· Use the last level passed as their instructional level

· What if a student scored limited comprehension after they had read silently last trimester and I didn’t retest them?

· You should do a full assessment to carefully monitor the student’s progress to make sure they are not having accuracy or fluency issues. 
· What if they scored limited comprehension on the next level up?

· You may choose to have the student read the selection out loud to insure they have strong fluency and 98 – 100% accuracy.  You can also choose to use this as their instructional level and closely monitor to ensure this is their correct instructional level.  However, you should do the full assessment on this student in June to insure that there is not an issue with accuracy or fluency.
· What if they scored excellent comprehension on the next level up after reading silently to themselves?

· Use your professional judgment to either bump them up a level or keep them where they are.  Look at fluency scores and self-correction ratios on their running record to assist you with making this decision. 
SCORING CHART FOR THE F&P BENCHMARK ASSESSMENT SYSTEM[image: image1.emf]
